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Creative Cities Growth Fund 2015  
 
Managed by Creative England, the Creative Cities Growth Fund is an investment programme 
to support the growth of small and medium sized creative businesses.   
 
The objective is to stimulate organised approaches that connect these businesses to the 
money, markets and networks that enable them to thrive.  Prospective projects must be able 
to demonstrate a clear market opportunity and the ability to leverage additional investment.  
An example is the Greenshoots programme pioneered by Microsoft and Creative England 
that incubates new games companies by investing in new games and providing access to 
Microsoft’s in-house team of developers, marketeers and sales team. 
 
The Fund totals £1,000,000, and will be made available via investments of up to £250,000 
per application.   
 
We are inviting submissions from private and public sector organisations based in the 
English regions outside Greater London and are particularly interested in partnerships with 
employers and larger businesses invested in growing the supply chain for the creative 
economy.   We encourage the submission of bids that have already attracted the support [or 
planned support] of other private and/or public funds, and who can demonstrate a level of 
traction with existing city plans designed to grow the creative economy. . 

 
Creative England funds can only be used to support business growth in the form of loans, 
equity or revenue share investment directly into the businesses. We hope that these can be 
expanded using local funds and developed as part of a targeted support package in a local 
area. 

o The maximum amount available is 50% of the total proposed costs. Applicants must 
demonstrate that the balance of the project costs (50%) will be provided as either a 
contribution from their own resources or from third parties 

 
Examples of the kind of programme we hope to see could include: 
 

 Investments or loans to support business growth and expansion tailored to local 
businesses and promoted locally. 

 Equity or convertible loan programmes supporting start-up and early stage 
businesses  

 Start-Up Accelerator Programmes locally based and targeted at local sectors. 

 Revenue share investment into standalone projects– individually or as part of a larger 
fund.  

 
Activity that duplicates and does not partner or build on current Creative England-funded 
activity will be ineligible. 
 
Organisations will be expected to demonstrate how their plans align with government policy 
and strategy to increase UK productivity and CREATE UK - the strategy published by the 
Creative Industries Council in July 2014. We want to ensure resources are distributed to 
achieve the highest impact; building on existing strengths and minimizing duplication and 
have a clear focus on an existing market opportunity. They will also need to demonstrate that 
our investment will go directly to businesses and creative talent. 
 



The submission process has two stages. Stage one involves filling in an online expression of 
interest form. Creative England will select up to five applications from this stage to be 
considered at Stage two of the process. Stage two involves the submission of a full online 
application form and potential investment committee interview. 
 
Stage One 
Applicants can apply from 14 September 2015. There are three steps to doing so: 
 

 Download the Fund Guidelines and read carefully.  
 
 Fill in the online application form to tell us a bit about your organisation, your creative 

cities proposal, and how it will meet the objectives of the Fund. You will be expected 
to submit a more detailed application if you are selected to go through to Stage Two. 

 
 Submit your expression of interest application online. Once you have registered 

online you can start your application, save your work and come back at any time to 
complete it. The deadline for submitting your expression of interest application 
is Friday 9th October 2015, and applicants will be notified of the outcome by 
Friday 23th October 2015. 

 
You can also get in touch with us at business@creativeengland.co.uk if you have any 
queries about the programme or your proposal. 
 
Once we have received your expression of interest application it will go through a formal 
eligibility and assessment process. This will be undertaken by Creative England who will 
consider, amongst other things:  
 

 The viability and track record of the applicant organisation 

 The quality of the creative elements (resources, reach etc.) 

 The likelihood of growth and jobs creation and the timeliness of these outcomes 

 The level of traction with existing creative cities plans 

 The commercial competence of the submission and business experience of the 
applicant organisation 

 The quality and strength of partnership working 
 
We will use the information you provide us in your application to make a decision and only up 
to five projects in the stage one application round will be selected to proceed to stage two. 
 
Stage Two  
Successful applications will be invited to complete a more detailed online application form. 
Stage Two will involve the following five steps. 
 

 Fill in the online application form to tell us about your proposal in more detail (i.e. 
demonstrable cost efficiency and long-term economic impact and alignment with 
national strategy, supported by a viable business plan if applicable). 

 
 Submit your application online. You can start your application, save your work and 

come back at any time to complete it. The deadline for submitting your full 
application is Friday November 27th 2015. 

 
 The full application along with external assessment is reviewed by an internal panel. 

Successful applicants are put forward to Creative England’s investment panel  or final 
approval   At this stage you will be asked to present your submission and we will 
notify you if this is the case. 
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 Decisions will be communicated to you in writing shortly afterwards and further due 

diligence will be carried out. Funding agreements will be issued on successful 
completion of due diligence.  
 

It is expected that the delivery of successful proposals will start early in January 2016. 
 
2. Who can apply? 
 
The Creative Cities Growth Fund is open to a wide range of organisations, both private and 
public however we are particularly interested in seeing applications from the private sector. 
Prior to registering your interest in the fund you will be taken through an eligibility checker 
that will ensure that the fund is right for your organisation.  
 
Organisations which can apply for funding: 
 

 Corporates (Small/Medium/Large): You must clearly demonstrate that your proposal 
will reach small businesses and creative talent and will not be solely for your own 
private or commercial gain – ie it must show how it develops the local supply chain for 
your city/area/creative sector. You will have an appropriate management structure in 
place, a written constitution and dedicated banking arrangements. 

 
 Consortia (groups of organisations, private and/or public working together): One of 

the organisations must take the lead and assume responsibility for managing the 
application. The lead organisation must keep this role throughout the project. Joint 
organisations working in collaboration have to provide Creative England with a 
partnership agreement. 
 

 Public Sector organisations who are delivering services to the sector: You will be 
asked to demonstrate that investment goes directly to businesses and not substitution 
for existing investment. 

 
The funding is only available to local and regional organisations based in the English regions 
outside of Greater London.  
 
3. What activities are supported? 
 
The Creative Cities Growth Fund aims to improve the environment to grow the creative 
sector and support landscape across the English regions.  
 
Successful applicants will be expected to develop and deliver activity that will: 
  
 Contribute to the emergence of new value chains that bring together in an innovative way 

companies from different sectors. 
 Support the creation of jobs and wealth for the Creative Economy in their area. 
 Identify (and deliver) interventions to develop, grow and promote aspiring innovative and 

entrepreneurial talent and enhance the reputation of the city/region as a place to do 
business.  

 Build on existing sector strengths and partnerships 
 

 
Contact details 
For further guidance please contact business@creativeengland.co.uk 
 
Creative England 
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The Greenhouse 
MediaCityUK 
Salford 
Manchester M50 2EQ 

 


